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Samaritan Ministry
Jamar Rogers Speaks
National Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS

EXPOSED...
IN A GOOD WAY
Baptist’s Today, the news
source for progressive Baptists,
ran a wonderful article about
Samaritan Ministry in the
January issue. That’s me and
daughter, Annie, on the cover.
wearing our FaithWalk hats.
This is one more way we
can spread a message of
awareness, more love, and less
stigma.

PRAYER WEEK EVENT A BIG SUCCESS

W

OW, WOW, and WOW!

We had a feeling that Jamar Rogers would bring an
uplifting message at the FAITH Coalition Event for the
National Week of Prayer for the Healing of AIDS at
Austin-East High School on March 8th. We expected a
great voice, and an amazing story.
What we got was a lot more.We were able to listen to
an amazing concert by a VERY talented young man and

!

we heard his story and Christian testimony. His story of
drug abuse, physical abuse, and aloneness is amazing, but
even more powerful is his story of hope, forgiveness, and
restoration.
I have heard many people give a Christian testimony,
but never one as powerful as the one from Jamar Rogers
on this occasion. It was raw, real, and from the heart. I
know that everyone that was present was touched by this
man; young, yet wise far beyond his years. He said he
wasn’t a preacher, but he sure did preach the Gospel. Wow.
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WHAT’S ALL THAT TALK ABOUT A CURE FOR HIV?
Almost weekly these days there is a news article about a
“breakthrough” with HIV. Overblown? Some would say, “yes”.
In Mississippi, a 2 year-old is apparently cured (VERY good
science in this case!) and the “Berlin Patient”, Timothy Brown, is HIV
free seven years after bone marrow/stem cell treatment and chemo.
Vaccine research is finally getting somewhere and research study
HPTN 052 indicates that HIV+ people with viral suppression (due to
successful drug treatment) are very unlikely to spread HIV.
A cure? Well, what is happening is VERY significant, and each new
discovery oﬀers new windows into how to end this epidemic; how to
create an AIDS free generation. It is a very exciting time so stay tuned!
With the cooperation of the Knox County Health Department, Helen
Ross McNabb Center, the Tennessee Department of Health, and
Walgreens, Samaritan Ministry will be helping to recognize National HIV
Testing Day with free HIV screenings at both Knoxville Walgreens HIV
specialty pharmacies. This will happen nationwide on June 27, 28, and 29.

COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP
men who are giving their lives to
educate and advocate.

One of the ways that we try to
contribute to our community is by
providing leadership in areas
related to HIV and science. This
month we partnered with Helen
Ross McNabb Center to do just
that with two seminars featuring
two wonderful, knowledgeable,

Mark Hubbard, pictured left,
is a friend and mentor from
Nashville. Connected with
TAPWA (Tennessee Association
for People with AIDS) Mark
presented “HIV Horizons”, a look
at technology and the future of
HIV research and treatment.
Alan Franciscus (Sacramento,
CA- pictured right) was in
Knoxville on April 22 presenting a
full day Seminar on Hepatitis C
(HCV). Alan is Executive Director
of HCV Advocate, an organization

that seeks to raise awareness about
Hepatitis C.
Many people with HIV are coinfected with HCV, and there are
new tests and treatments for
Hepatitis C that are VERY
exciting.

Our FaithWalk event on December 1 was a big success. We had
GREAT weather and more than 200 walkers. We are planning to do it
again, so mark your calendars for Saturday, December 7. See pictures
on page 3.

!
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USCA - Samaritan Ministry Booth

Scenes from our FIRST FaithWalk
event on a BEAUTIFUL December
afternoon in downtown Knoxville.

!
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“Our church should be a beacon of
light and hope, by way of Christ, to
anyone who suffers from
or has family or friends who suffer
from this disease.”

On the Road Again
I will be “on the road” over the next several weeks. We are always
delighted to be asked to speak about HIV and AIDS. Factual
information is important. We need to discuss stigma, and its continued
impact on those living with HIV.
I will be “filling the pulpit” at FBC Jeﬀerson City on June 2nd; a
great opportunity to talk about Christ and our ministry work. Thanks
to Pastor Gene Wilder for the vote of confidence.
I’ve been asked to share at a
candlelight service at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church in Evansville,
Indiana as part of the International
Candlelight Observance for AIDS.
This is be a program sponsored by
AIDS Resource Group of
Evansville.
We are also pleased to again be
sponsoring an exhibit at the
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
(CBF) Assembly in Greensboro, NC. CBF has been a major sponsor of
our ministry work for years.

!

Calendar
May 19
St. Mary's Catholic Church, Evansville, Indiana
Speaker / Candlelight Service
June 2
First Baptist Church, Jefferson City, TN
Sunday Morning Sermon
June 4
Annual Samaritan Ministry Cookout
June 26-29
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Assembly
Greensboro, NC
June 27, 28, 29
National HIV Testing
Walgreens HIV Speciality Pharmacies
September 8-11
US Conference on AIDS
New Orleans
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