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Recent changes in federal funding are
sending shockwaves through the HIV
world. Many worry that these cuts will
pause the progress that has been made to
end this pandemic and open the door to an
increase in new infections.

The Medical Community Responds

The American Academy of HIV Medicine has made a firm
statement concerning cuts to federal spending within the
Department of Health and Human Services. This is a serious
situation that will ultimately affect all Americans.

“Destroying federal public health infrastructure will be
detrimental to the health of all Americans, and especially
devastating to communities impacted by HIV,” says Bruce J.
Packett, II, AAHIVM executive director. “From a halting of
advances in new HIV prevention and treatment medications, to
the wholesale dismantling of federal HIV and STT infrastructure
that coordinates with states, local health departments,
community clinics and other HIV service providers, to the
inability to track localized outbreaks in real time, the devastating
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Positively Aware outcomes of this week’s actions cannot be understated.” Read
.............................................................. the full article from HIV Specialist (page ) HERE.

Positively Aware is a publication that “A Dollar Means a Lot”
we have used since 2004 to make

sure we are grounded in factual and Abeba was from Ethiopia. She approached our booth and we

up to date information to share with asked her to take our “Booth Quiz”. This is our way of getting
those we serve. We spent some great people to come close to chat with us. You can read more
quality time with Editor Rick Guasco about our Quiz on pages 4 and 5. When Abeba came to our

at USCHA. Check out Positively Aware  questions about PEPFAR, she paused and told us that she
at https://www.positivelyaware.com/ 1, worked for USAID, the agency responsible for

distributing foreign aid and leading international

humanitarian and development efforts abroad. “One
day”, she said, “our computers didn’t work and the
next day we were all fired.”

Then she said, “A dollar means a lot”. Tearfully she
explained that a dollar of US foreign aid means a lot to
countries like hers and that the world depends on

POS' TlVELY AWP foreign aid from the United States. “What happened?”,

¥ R AT MENT, PREVINTION AN AEAL she said, “people will die.”

You can read the shutdown notification currently on
the USAID website HERE.

PEPFAR

The President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief was
established in 2003. This was an initiative of President George W. Bush to provide life saving care for

people overseas, particularly in Africa. PEPFAR has always enjoyed bipartisan support since its
inception. According to the U.S. Department of State, PEPFAR is credited with having saved 25 million

lives and enabling 5.5 million babies to be born without HIV infection {https://wwwstate.gov/results-
and-impact-pepfarl. Yet the sudden cessation of PEPFAR funding likely results in tens of thousands of
HIV deaths and new infections.

HIV Prevention

HIV Prevention takes many forms from condom distribution, HIV preventative drugs (called PrEP),
HIV testing, education, safe syringe exchange, counseling, and case management. Samaritan Ministry is

involved specifically in two aspects of HIV prevention.

Condom Distribution - We offer condoms at all of our testing events. These are obtained through

several avenues where we can obtain condoms for free. The State of Tennessee ended access to free
condoms for Community Based Organization on May 31.

Continued on page 7
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https://cdn.coverstand.com/25901/850802/640633488f3713b6a1acf48c3280f8e0ae538ebd.pdf
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USC

US Conference on HIV/AIDS

Our team this year, Wayne
Smith (far left), Laura Smith
and Mike Young.

Our 20th trip to USCHA. Wow. We remain the only faith-based organization in the exhibit hall.

Drawing attention to the Obvious

At this year’s conference we wanted to draw attention to some important, but perhaps obvious, issues
regarding HIV in 2025. Through our Booth Quiz (more info below) we worked to engage our more than
250 visitors in questions regarding the origins of
the Ryan White program and also to confront

the issue of federal cuts to important
programs like PEPFAR.

We came away, however, with the

overwhelming realization that most of our
conversations involved faith. We provided
resources, books, Bibles, and talked all day,

| Zzp-4=23>pTP0

each of the three days about the disconnect
between faith organizations (churches and
synagogs) and those living with HIV.

Before coming to the conference this year, we
texted our pastor that we intended to take
Jesus with us to USCHA.

No doubt, He was there with us.
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Our BOOTH QUIZ has become a
familiar part of the USCHA scene,
and it is not uncommon for our
booth guests to ask what the

quiz is about this year.

We interacted with nearly 200
individuals at our booth with the
QUIZ this year.

The 2025 BOOTH QUIZ
attempted to accomplish two
things.

First, we wanted to address
familiarity with the Ryan White
CARE Act and its origins in 1990.
We wondered if the USCHA
attendees KNEW who Ryan
White was. [His mother, Jeanne
White-Ginder, pictured above,
was a keynote speaker at the
conference this year.]

Secondly, we wanted to address
familiarity with PEPFAR,
described in several places in
this NEWSLETTER.

At right, booth visitors interact
with our team and our 2025
BOOTH QUIZ.
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2025 Booth Quiz

1) Who was Ryan White?
(a) A congressman from California who was
assassinated in the early days of the epidemic.

(b) A teen from Indiana who was an early face of
AIDS, and the namesake of the Ryan White Care
Act.

(c) Senator White from Arizona who was responsible
for passage of the Ryan White Care Act in 1990.

2) What does the Ryan White program provide?

(a) HIV Medical Care

(b) HIV Medications

(c) Case Management

(d) Dental Care

(e) Housing Assistance

(f) Transportation Assistance

3) What is PEPFAR?

(a) Post Exposure Prophylaxis for AIDS Relief

(b) Pharmaceutical Experimental Program for Antiviral
Research

(c) The President’s Emergency Program for AIDS
Relief

4) Was PEPFAR cut as part of the recent “rescission”
package passed by Congress?

(a) YES
(b) NO
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What about the
Answers?

Most of our booth visitors were
quick to identify Ryan White,
however there were a few who
were surprised to find out that
this term “Ryan White CARE Act”
actually came from a teenager
who changed everything about
HIV care in the United States.
Several were surprised to learn
about all of the services provided
through this program.

The discussion about PEPFAR
was much more complicated with
the majority of our visitors
unaware of this program. This
became a good point of
education for many and an
opportunity to dig into the
impact of government cuts to this
important program.

Read more about PEPFAR on
Page 2.

FALL NEWSLETTER 2025

October 1, 2025

Roth Quiz

nswers

1) Who was Ryan White?

Ryan White was 13 when he was diagnosed with AIDS after a blood
transfusion in December 1984. Living in Kokomo,
Indiana, doctors gave him six months to live. When
Ryan tried to return to school, he faced AIDS-
related discrimination in his Indiana community.
Surprising his doctors, Ryan lived five years longer
than expected. He died in April 1990, one month
before his high school graduation. Congress
passed the Ryan White Comprehensive AIDS
Resources Emergency (CARE) Act in August
1990.

2) What does the Ryan White program provide?

The Ryan White program is an income-based HIV care program and
currently provides ALL of these services.

3) What is PEPFAR?

The U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) is the
largest commitment by any nation to address a single disease in history,
enabled by strong bipartisan support across ten U.S. congresses and
four presidential administrations, and through the American people’s
generosity. PEPFAR was launched in 2003 and was the brain child of
former president George W. Bush.

4) Was PEPFAR cut as part of the recent “rescission” package
passed by congress? NO

U.S. Senator John Thune (R-SD) led a last minute effort to save $400
million in PEPFAR funding from rescission in the bill just passed and
signed by the President. With the demise of USAID, many worry that this
“save” is only political theater since there is no longer an infrastructure
for distribution of foreign aid.
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NARCAN aamaritan Ministry ‘
DISTRIBUTION \ CAN % ‘

We were again able to train for b _ Training
and distribute 60 NARCAN nasal - y il _& tion
overdose prevention kits at [ . - Distribu

USCA. % . =
. #rw«--‘

The AIDS Memorial (T _ ‘

Quilt at USCHA 7 1 somarien

Ministry

display at USCHA, always a

sober reminder of loss and of
the need to continue to work
toward ending this epidemic.

A 5 4
The AIDS Memorial Quilt was on f ‘ A%;"‘.‘”ftqn
J 4%‘0), "stry
y

One of the panels in the quilt on
display included two Samaritan
Ministry friends, pictured to the
right. Jack and Juanita were
special friends of our ministry.

Samaritan Ministry
Resources

We provide a variety of
resources intended to educate
about HIV, with an emphasis on
reducing stigma, especially
within the Christian community.
Scan this QR Code to access our
resources.
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From page 2

HIV and Hepatitis C Testing - Since 2011, Samaritan has been a leading provider of Point-of-Care

testing for HIV and hepatitis C. Using rapid tests from the OraSure platform, we have provided
thousands of tests in the greater Knoxville area. In 2024 we provided over 375 HIV tests (1% positivity
rate) and 340 hepatitis C tests (35% positivity rate). One of the clearest and most profound aspects of
HIV prevention is identifying those people who are living with HIV but are unaware of their
infection. Education is an important part of the testing program and, for those testing positive, a
linkage to HIV care. HIV care and treatment has two amazing outcomes. First, a person who
successfully takes their HIV medications will remain healthy and never get AIDS. Second, successful
HIV treatment makes it impossible to spread HIV to another person with sexual contact.

Our Mission Statement addresses the relationship between HIV and hepatitis C.

“We recognize the importance of our engagement with the concurrent epidemics of Hepatitis C and the Opioid Crisis
as they negatively impact the ongoing efforts to eliminate new HIV cases in our community.”

Testing Demonstration at USCHA

In collaboration with our friends at OraSure Technologies, we provided a demonstration platform for
testing at USCHA. Using the OraSure group of rapid tests, [OraQuick Rapid HIV, OraQuick Rapid
HCYV (hepatitis C), and Syphilis Health Checkl it is possible to run all three tests with a single finger
prick, and to provide results in 20 minutes. “One stick - three tests.”

Pictured below is Wayne Smith demonstrating the “one stick - three tests” technique. Easy peasy:.

OraSure

Technologies, Inc. .®1 ..
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Treatment/Research News

HIV Prevention (PrEP)

The FDA has recently approved a new twice-yearly
injectable medication for HIV prevention. This new
drug, lenacapavir (brand name YEZTUGO), is
designed to be an alternative to daily pills for HIV
prevention. Currently two oral medications have FDA
approval for HIV prevention, also known as PrEP.
Lenacapavir was shown to be 100% effective in one
study amoung women and 96% effective among gay

and bisexual men.

With an effective prevention method like lenacapavir,
the real test will be to see how readily available it is to
those who need it, and whether it can be made

available to individuals without access to insurance.

As of 9/18/25 the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention calls twice-a-year injectable lenacapavir is
“a highly recommended, additional option for HIV
prevention and a significant step forward for the 2.2
million Americans that could benefit from PrEP”
[EDC]

:; News Alert -September 9, 2025
| The US. State Department announced that it will
Il partner with drugmaker Gilead Sciences and the
U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief
(PEPFEAR) to deliver the HIV prevention drug

lenacapavir, given as a shot every six montbs, to

low-income countries, Reuters reported. [Doubts
 about the viability of PEPFAR remain - Ed.}

HIV Remission

It was reported at the 2025 Conference on
Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections (CROT)
that two additional cases of “functional HIV cure”
have occurred. These represent the 8th and 9th cases
of such a cure. All but one of these cases remained
HIV free from stem cell transplants, most from
donors with a rare mutation (CCR5-deltas2).

FALL NEWSLETTER 2025

Researchers do not look at these cases as a model for
an HIV cure but each case adds to the knowledge
about how a cure can be achieved. [Positively Aware
May/June 20251

HIV Vaccine Trials

The search for an HIV Vaccine has been ongoing since
the early days of the pandemic (1980s). This search, to
say the lease, has been elusive. There are many

characteristics of HIV replication that have made this
difficult.

Opver the years some very promising vaccine trials have
failed, or rather they were halted when efficacy could
not be established. This has been very disappointing.

Currently there are two vaccine trials that are showing
proof of concept and these trials are getting some
buzz in the HIV research community. These are Phase
1 Trials, which are conducted with a small number of
people to help determine drug safety. This is a long
way from a shot at your local pharmacy, but these
successful trials are hopeful.

Long-Acting HIV Treatments

For many living with HIV, oral medications have been
a part of daily life. From taking as many as 20 pills a
day, now down to one pill per day for most, there has

been significant progress.

A new phase in HIV treatment involves what are
being called long-acting treatments. Currently there is
one injectable treatment that is taken at a doctor’s
office every other month. For some, this is a welcome
alternative to daily oral meds.

There is hope that current research could lead to HIV
treatments, both oral and injectable, that could span

months - even up toa year.

Learn more about Long-Acting HIV Treatments
[HEREL



https://www.cdc.gov/nchhstp/director-letters/New-Injectable-HIV-PrEP%20.html
https://hivinfo.nih.gov/understanding-hiv/fact-sheets/long-acting-hiv-medicine
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2025 News and Notes

Summer Cookout

Samaritan hosted our annual Summer cookout on June
4th. We had great weather and a fun crowd. Our many
volunteers made it perfect!

Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS

Samaritan Ministry has again received a generous
grant from Broadway Cares/Equity fights AIDS. This
$10,000 grant will support people living with HIV in
the greater Knoxville area with emergency housing
and utility support.

In 2024 Samaritan Ministry applied more than $12,000 in individual emergency support.

202§ Rep ort Card Samaritan Ministry

2024 has been another busy year for Report Card 2025 (Jan-Sept) CLIENT CONTACTS
our ministry, striving to serve those

triends in our community who are HEP CTESTS

LIVING with HIV. Our First

Tuesday Support Group meets @

monthly and we continue our
monthly grocery deliveries with the

FOOD 5
help of a great volunteer crew and DELIVERIES S UCATIONAL
support from the West Knox EVENTS - SERVING
Cooperative Food Pantry:.

25% positive - 65 < 1% positive

Our robust testing schedule includes:

KARM - Knox Area Rescue Ministry /Homeless Outreach
Serenity Shelter - Women’s Recovery

FOCUS Prison Ministry - Women’s Post-Prison support
DRC - Day Reporting Center / Dept. of Correction
CareCuts Ministry / Homeless Outreach

Safe Harbor - Post-Prison Recovery

Pride and other community events

In addition, we are a provider of AttHome HIV testing kits that we ship all over the southeast.

ORDER A FREE HIV AT"THOME TEST HERE.
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GIVETO SAMARITAN MINISTRY

Giving is an important part of the success of Samaritan Ministry:.
‘While we have great support from area churches and from a few
national foundations, about 29% of our budget ($22,345 out of $76,000
total 2025/26 budget) comes from individual givers like yours. YOU
help make it possible for us to do our work.

» Case Management & Counseling
«Jail & Prison Ministry

« Vision Services

« Food Ministry

« HIV Prevention Education & Testing

To CHALLENGE
negative and

« Hepatitis C (HCV) Prevention Education &
Testing

» Materials Development & Distribution

e Support Groups

« Social & Family Support

 Rent & Utility Rescue

« Prescription Drug Assistance

*« NARCAN Training and Distribution

Giving is easy.

1) Go to the Central Bearden website HERE - select Samaritan

from the pull down menu. You can make a gift directly to
Samaritan Ministry.

2) Mail us a check.

Make sure to make your check payable to Central
Bearden and that you put Samaritan Ministry in the memo.

You can mail your check to:

Samaritan Ministry

Central Baptist Church of Bearden
6300 Deane Hill Dr.

Knoxville, TN 37919

judgmental attitudes
towards people with
HIV/AIDS.

To increase
KNOWLEDGE

and
UNDERSTANDING
and decrease fear and
misconceptions.

To provide
ACCURATE
INFORMATION.

To give practical and
pastoral SUPPORT
to people and families
living with AIDS.

To ENGAGE in
prayerful dialogue
with other churches,
faith communities and
secular organizations.
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