SAMARITAN
MINISTRY

OUR
MISSION:
“Our church should be a
beacon of light and hope,
by way of Christ, to
anyone who suffers from
or has family or friends
who suffer from this
disease.”

We Can’t
Underestimate our
Presence
Samaritan Ministry again exhibited at the United States
Conference on AIDS. We were the only faith-based
group in the exhibit hall out of 95 exhibitors.
It is really hard to underestimate the value of our
presence at this conference. 2018 was our 14th visit
to USCA and it may have been our best. Going to
Orlando for 4 days with a team of 5, registration fees
averaging about $600 each; shipping over 400 lbs. of
supplies… yes, it is an expensive venture.
But, we accomplish a lot, seeking to be the presence
of Christ while:
1. Talking to many people of faith about their
struggles living with HIV.
2. Talking to people who work in HIV and their own
issues with their church.
3. Sharing materials for individuals, churches, and
pastors.
We love all the conversation as we learn about the
journeys of the people we meet. We talk with heroes
and survivors. We share loss, and grieve the loss of
friends.
Part of our journey to USCA is to dive into the
unavoidable area of rejection for those living with HIV,
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and most especially, our LGBT friends. Unfortunately,
this rejection often comes at the hands of Christians.
This makes us sad, and it is one of the reasons that
we are there.
At USCA we talked directly with more than 400
conference attendees, and we literally ran out of
bibles, pamphlets, and information about HIV,
Hepatitis C, and the Opioid Crisis.
We are grateful to all of you who support our work
and make all of this possible.
God is always working. Our job is to find out where,
and to get busy. [Continued on Page 6]

WE NEED YOU!
Not-for-Profit and Faith Organizations are all hurting
financially. Samaritan Ministry is not exempt. We need
your help to fund our 2018/19 budget.

PARTNERSHIP
BLOOMS
Tennessee Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship Steps Up

Our annual budget, just over $80,000 relies on several
foundations, government entities, and of course,
individual donations from people like you. Actually,
about 32% of our budget comes in as individual
donations. Take a look at the chart below to view our
funding sources. WE NEED YOU!
Churches/Religious
Foundations
Government
Indiv. Donations

32%

35%

We are proud of the many partnerships that make our work
possible. These range from financial support to man (and woman)
power. Our volunteer team of more than 60 people serves us well
and there is no limit to the strength and dedication of our team.
We are blessed to have many financial partners, a great variety
that provides us with the stability we need to stay strong.

9%
24%

Recently we received word that we were loosing one of our
partners. This was not due to any issues with Samaritan Ministry,
but financial issues with this particular partner. Bottom line is we

OUR FINANCIAL PARTNERS

lost $8500. Ouch.
In the mean time, one of our long-time partners, the Tennessee
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (TCBF) doubled their support, in
part to cover this gap. Needless to say, we are grateful.
You can find more information about TCBF at their website and
please remember the TCBF Volunteer Missions Offering, the
vehicle for funding Samaritan Ministry.
Watch a promotional video about

Central Baptist Bearden
Central Baptist Fountain City
Cedar Springs Presbyterian
MAC AIDS Fund
Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS
West Knox Cooperative Food Pantry
East Tennessee AIDS Fund
Tennessee Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
The City of Knoxville
Knox County

Samaritan Ministry here.

You can make a Tax Deductible gift to
Samaritan Ministry right HERE!
Select Quick Give and then Samaritan!
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Syringe Services Programs (SSP). We are excited to be a
part of the changing landscape in the fight against the
opioid epidemic. We believe that Syringe Exchange is an
important tool in this fight and we are partnering with two
East Tennessee organizations to make SSP a reality in
Tennessee.

SYNDEMICS OF
HIV, HEPATITIS,
AND OVERDOSE
Syndemics. It was a new word for me, too. It
describes converging epidemics…overlapping
epidemics. This is what is happening with HIV,
Hepatitis, and the Opioid Crisis. Samaritan Ministry is
right in the middle.

Wayne was a panelist at the United States Conference on
AIDS in a workshop addressing the syndemics described
above.

HIV - HIV/AIDS remains our primary focus as a ministry
organization. We provide case management, food and
housing support, medication support, HIV testing and
counseling, and education. We serve a wide variety of
persons living with HIV.
Hepatitis - Since we began our Hepatitis C (HCV) testing
program in 2013 (see below), we have tested more than
2000 and have had a positively rate of 34%. That’s more
than 950 positive test results! Working with our community
partners, we seek to educate, and to connect people to
Hepatitis C care and treatment. Today, HCV is curable.
Narcan - This year, Wayne has become a trainer, oﬀering
Narcan training and Overdose Reversal Kits to many local
friends and professionals who are interested in this lifesaving medication.

YEAR

NUMBER

IDENTIFY

POSITIVE

%

TESTED

AS IDU

RESULT

POSITIVE

2013

81

23

19

23%

2014

217

89

68

31%

2015

146

53

49

34%

2016

534

268

195

37%

2017

632

328

251

40%

2018

505

207

146

29%

2115

968

728

34%

TOTALS

Hepatitis C Screening Project 2013-2018
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RATES ARE GOING DOWN
The estimated number of annual infections declined 8% from 2010 (41,800) to 2015 (38,500).
This is clearly progress, but there is more to do! Rates among gay and bisexual men of color are still increasing (although
not as much as in previous years) and the totals for new infections in the U.S. are still unacceptable.
Of particular concern is the fact that young people are the most vulnerable, leading the way (ages 20-29) in new
infections. There is work to do.
You can read more in this NEWSLETTER about eﬀorts that are being made to stem these increases and to bring this
epidemic to an end.

From 2011 to 2015, HIV rates……
Fell 16%
among
people
who
inject
drugs

Fell 10%
among
white
gay and
bisexual
men

Increased
14%
among
Hispanic/
Latino gay
& bisexual
men

Increased
4% among
Black gay
and
bisexual
men

Fell 15% among
Heterosexuals

New HIV Diagnoses in the United States
by Age, 2016
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THE 3 LEGGED
STOOL
Prevention. Treatment.
Vaccination. These are the 3
legs that describe efforts to
end the HIV epidemic.
Prevention - Today, HIV
prevention goes beyond the
traditional messages (abstinence
and condoms) to new proven
biomedical approaches, most
notably PrEP (Pre-Exposure
Prophylaxis). Read more about
PrEP on our website. There is
also exciting research into a vaginal ring for HIV
prevention.
Treatment - When we think of HIV treatment, we often
think of drugs to help people LIVE with HIV. Great new
drugs and drug combos are making a huge diﬀerence in
the ability of people to have long healthy lives with HIV,
no longer being consumed by medical appointments
and side eﬀects. This is great progress. What we have
learned recently, however, is that successful treatment
(often called “undetectable” levels of virus) means that
someone living with HIV cannot transmit the virus to
someone else. Today, treatment IS prevention.

Vaccine - We do not have a vaccine for HIV. In fact,
vaccine research has been one of the biggest
disappointments in HIV for many, many years. It is
exciting that this may finally be changing,
with promising studies into vaccines for
HIV. These studies include HVTN 702, a
pivotal phase 2b/3 multi-site study to
evaluate an HIV preventive vaccine. The
HIV Vaccine Trials Network currently posts
21 active vaccine trials for HIV. Learn more
at HVTN.org.
Samaritan Ministry is in partnership with
many organizations to continue to work on
the ground, and to advocate in the halls of
power, to stretch the good news in HIV
work to include more people and to save
more lives. Check out some of these
partnerships.
Tennessee Department of Health
The CDC
Tennessee AIDS Advocacy Network
Tennessee Association of People with AIDS
Tennessee Department of Corrections
NASTAD
NMAC

VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

CHRIST CENTERED
We are. The example of Christ and his teachings are central to all our
work. We do what we do because Christ commands it. Our ministry is His
ministry.
On Sunday, October 14, Wayne preached at Ekklesia Maryville, a small
Baptist congregation in Maryville, TN. This was a time to talk about our
ministry work (started in 1996) and the whats and wherefores of our journey
over these 22 years.
The Biblical text was an important verse from the writings of the Apostle Paul,
found in Galatians 3, verse 28.
There is neither Jew nor Gentile,
neither slave nor free,
nor is there male and female,
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
For we ARE all one in Christ Jesus.
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The NEW Samaritan
Ministry website is up and
running. Please visit at
www.samaritancentral.org.

CAN’T UNDERESTIMATE…

(FROM PAGE 1)

Please enjoy these scenes from the United States Conference on AIDS.

Pastor Wade and his wife, Melissa, with a
visitor.

Activity at our busy booth.

Pastor Wade talks with a visitor.
Laura chatting with Timothy Ray Brown .

Laura and Wade at our booth.

Samaritan Ministry - A Ministry arm of Central Bearden
6300 Deane Hille Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37919
info@samaritancentral.org
samaritancentral.org
865-450-1000- x827
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