Samaritan Ministry
Let’s Celebrate!
World AIDS Day
Worship & Celebration
6:00 p.m.
Thursday, Nov. 29,
2007
Middlebrook Christian
Ministries
1540 Robinson Rd.
Knoxville, TN 37923

Tennessee
Partners in Missions
Tennessee Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship

CDC
Tennessee Department
of Health

M·A·C AIDS Fund
Global AIDS Foundation

Knox County
Community Development

Beulah
Beulah Baptist Church
Devereux, Georgia

Volume 6, Issue 2

It’s Time to Celebrate
World AIDS Day is coming. Why should be celebrate even while this epidemic
continues to orphan children and take lives? Why should we celebrate even while 40,000
new HIV infections will occur in the United States in 2007, as they have every year since
2000. Why Celebrate?
We can celebrate an awakening within the church that has brought Christians to
the table as never before. New ministries are being born. Christians are talking, praying,
and serving, with a new attitude of openness and service to people who are affected by
HIV/AIDS and their families.
New treatments have extended the lives of people living with HIV, offering a
better quality of life. In America, and elsewhere where medications are available, we talk
about LIVING with HIV, not dying with AIDS.
What you and your church can do:
1. Learn. Pray. Serve. Ignorance about HIV is still the biggest barrier to service on
the part of Christians. We must pray for our friends and neighbors who are living
with HIV. We must pray for cure.
2. Check out websites of interest, such as the CBF HIV/AIDS network site
(http://www.thefellowship.info/AIDS/HIVAIDS.icm). The “Purpose Driven”
site, a newsletter by Kay Warren, offers practical suggestions for churches and
individual Christians who want to become involved
(http://www.purposedriven.com/hivaids), and the website for Samaritan
Ministry, a Tennessee Cooperative Baptist Fellowship “Partner in Missions”
(www.samaritancentral.org), is worth a look.
We are specifically asking you and your church to take action on Sunday, Nov. 18
by doing one or more of the following:
1.
2.
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3.

Offer a prayer for those living with HIV/AIDS, specifically those people in
your own community as well as around the world.
Provide a Bulletin Insert to offer some basic information to your congregation
(We can provide this for you).
Show our 4-Minute 2007 World AIDS Day Promotional Video. We will send
you a compressed video by email for your approval and we will mail you a free
DVD to use if you choose to do so. Our goal is for 25 churches to use this
video this fall. Will yours be one of those churches?

There is much work to do. This epidemic is still the greatest world-wide health threat in
history, but we should CELEBRATE this opportunity for serving God’s people. Join us!
You can view our 2007 World AIDS Day promotional DVD in compressed form on the
CBF HIV/AIDS website (http://www.thefellowship.info/AIDS/HIVAIDS.icm). To view
an email version, or to obtain a free DVD, contact Samaritan Ministry at
smithmw@usit.net or call 450-1000 x827.
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Knoxville Support Group News
Our First Tuesday HIV support group
continues to meet monthly (on the First
Tuesday of each month) and has enjoyed
excellent attendance and a great group
of men & women now for several years.
If you would like specific info about
meeting place and time, please give us a
call at 865-450-1000 ext 827.
We are also delighted that a new group
has started meeting at Fountain City
United Methodist Church. This group,

called Thinking Positively meets twice a
month, on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday. The
contact person for this group is Dot Avers
and she can be reached @ 865-521-6456.
As we have announced previously, we are
working to begin a women’s HIV group
and we are making progress. We are
working with several interested individuals
who will help to make this happen.

Testing & Treatment Update
We have been following several trends in
treatment and testing that are important for
consumers as well as the general public.

“More people can
expect to be tested,
or at least to be
offered a test,
during regular visits
to medical
facilities….”

TESTING: The CDC is now recommending that
HIV testing become a part of routine testing in
health care settings for all Americans. This means
that more people can expect to be tested, or at
least to be offered a test, during regular visits to
medical facilities where treatment is provided,
such as hospitals, clinics, and doctor’s offices.
This is an important change and it recognizes that
many people don’t accurately consider HIV risk
for themselves, but continue to think of HIV as a
virus that affects other people. The great challenge
of this initiative will to provide the follow-up
treatment and education that will likely
accompany these additional HIV diagnoses.
TREATMENT: Much progress in the area of
HIV treatment continues to be made. Most HIV
treatments are in the form of the traditional
“cocktail” approach using a combination of 2 or 3
anitretroviral drugs, but there are several newer
developments that are important.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Many patients are now using the fixed-dose
combination drug, Atripla, This pill combines
one of the best “cocktails” into the most
convenient package yet – one pill once a day!
A new protease inhibitor, Prezista, is now on
the market. This drug is being reported as
having low toxicity and can be used by
patients that have developed resistance to
other drugs in this class.
In a new “class” of drugs, the entry inhibitor
Selzentry (maraviroc) has received FDA
approval. This drug has been shown to be
effective in patients with a lot of resistance.
The new non-nucleoside drug, Etravirine or T125, is now available through the Expanded
Access Program. This drug works well in
some patients who have resistance to other
drugs in this class.
Isentress, the first integrase inhibitor, is also
available through EAP. This drug has had
a dramatic effect on viral load in patients with
very drug-resistant virus.

US Conference on AIDS
Samaritan Ministry will be sending a team to the US Conference on AIDS in
November in Palm Springs, California. We will be exhibiting, and will be one
of two local churches present at this large National Conference (both from
Tennessee). We will also be leading a workgroup discussion entitled,
“Catching the Wave - Building Community Partnerships”.
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Many Groups Support HIV/AIDS Community
Samaritan Ministry is able to serve the HIV community in large
part because of the wonderful partnerships that we have developed.
For example…
Knox County Lion’s Charities has been working with us
to supply eye-glasses and exams to our HIV clients since vision
services were dropped from the Ryan White program. This is a
wonderful partnership that serves our community well
Girl Scout Troop 262 provided soup baskets for about 45
of our families as a special treat. This group of girls has been
involved in service to the HIV community for several years.
To the right you will find Wayne Smith pictured with the
“MAC Girls” from MAC Cosmetics at Belk’s in West Town Mall.
The MAC Global AIDS Fund has supported Samaritan Ministry for
several years . Amanda and April joined us for our big summer
cookout at Central Baptist Church, paid for, incidentally, with
MAC funds.
One of the Sunday School classes at Central (Singles 2)
held a Pancake Breakfast and Motorcycle Ride this summer to
benefit Samaritan Ministry and one of our ministry partners,
FOCUS Prison Ministries. How cool is that?!
The Tennessee Cooperative Baptist Fellowship collected
toilet paper and detergent at their Annual Meeting in Chattanooga.
We distributed these items as a part of our monthly grocery
delivery.
We have entered into a brand new partnership with the
ProVision Foundation to help provide support for outreach testing
in East Tennessee using the OraQuick Advance test. This effort
involves a cooperative agreement between the Helen Ross McNabb
Center & Child & Family Tennessee.
The Knox County Public Defender’s office is proactive in
their dealings with clients who are HIV positive. Samaritan
Ministry provides regular support & consultation.

Girl Scout Troop 262
Soup Baskets

The “MAC Girls”

Motorcycle Ride to benefit Samaritan Ministry

About Samaritan Ministry ……
Samaritan Ministry is a faith-based AIDS Service Organization that was
founded in 1996. Wayne Smith is the Director of this ministry, which operates under
the auspices of Central Baptist Church of Bearden in Knoxville, Tennessee. We enjoy
indirect CDC funding in prevention through the Tennessee Department of Health and
also receive partnership funding from The Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, and a
variety of secular and religious not-for profit organizations.
We seek to serve people, primarily in East Tennessee, who are living with
HIV/AIDS through direct support and by way of our significant network of service
providers. We are also involved in education and awareness programming in churches,
public schools, and in colleges and universities.
We are very conscious of the need for continued education and awareness about
this ongoing global and domestic threat to mankind. We are committed to take every
opportunity to advocate, teach, and otherwise seek support in this fight against HIV &
AIDS. We are most concerned that Christians and churches respond appropriately to
this epidemic with open arms and hearts, living out the model set for us by Jesus Christ.

TCBF collects detergent & TP
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