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of our ministry. See what we are
doing to promote collaboration in
surprising ways.
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World AIDS Day 2009
“How Are You Healthy?”
Thursday, December 3rd, 5:30 p.m.
Barbecue Dinner
Mike Young - Prayer & Reflection
Rick Felder – Living with HIV
Dr. Martha Buchanan – Living Healthy
Our celebration will take place at Central Baptist
Church of Bearden in the Fellowship Hall on
Thursday, December 3rd. We will have a barbeque
dinner (provided by Tibotec Therapeutics). Our
program will include music, prayer with Mike Young,
a first-person talk with Rick Felder, and a Q &A time
with Knox County Health Department Medical
Director, Dr. Martha Buchanan.

Samaritan Ministry and Until
There’s a Cure are in a
partnership. Read about it on
page 2.
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Order your own Ministry
Resource Kit for Churches and
make a gift to Samaritan Ministry.
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What is happening in the Christian
Community and its response to the
HIV epidemic in America? Is there
an awakening?
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Partnerships: Working in Our Community
In his groundbreaking book,
Breaking the Conspiracy of Silence,
Dr. Don Messer says that we
should engage in prayerful
dialogue with other churches,
faith communities, and secular
organizations.
Prayerful dialogue has led
Samaritan Ministry into great
partnerships, like the new ones
we have established with Knox
Area Rescue Ministries and Helen
Ross McNabb Center, a wellrespected secular not-for-profit in
Knoxville. This partnership
involves HIV testing, prevention

education, and staff training.
Prayerful dialogue has led us into
partnership with several local
colleges and universities to do
advanced HIV education to scores
of RN candidates each year.
Currently we work with the
University of Tennessee, Walters
State Community College, Lincoln
Memorial University, and Baptist
College of Health Sciences in
Memphis.
Read more about our creative
partnerships in other sections of
this Newsletter.

Our Funding Partners:
Beulah Baptist Church ! Broadway Cares/Equity Fights AIDS ! Central
Baptist Church of Bearden ! Cooperative Baptist Fellowship ! East
Tennessee AIDS Fund ! FISH of Knox County ! Knox County Community
Development ! Tennessee Department of Health ! Tennessee Partners in
Mission (TCBF) ! The Until There’s a Cure Foundation

Partnerships, with
faith-based and secular
organizations, are an
important strategy for
the fulfillment of our
work in the community.

Until There’s a Cure: Our New Partnership

The
Beaded
Pin
$10.00

We are pleased to announce a new partnership with
the Until There’s a Cure Foundation. This new
partnership will allow us to receive a 25% rebate on
any of the jewelry products sold by Until there’s a
Cure if you mention Samaritan Ministry. We are
especially interested in our friends ordering the new
beaded pin, pictured at left. We are making this pin
available through our website and as the exclusive
distributor at the US Conference on AIDS in San
Francisco in late October.

Samaritan Ministry receives 25% on any
jewelry order from Until There’s a Cure if
you mention Samaritan Ministry when you
place your order.
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The HIV Ministry Resource for Churches:
YOUR Resource for HIV Education and Ministry

You Can Make a
difference, too …
Resource Kit contents:
1 - World AIDS Day DVD (3.5 min.)
1 - Hope Bucket Project Packet
1 - HIV Educational Game For Teens
Includes: 25 Questions, 25 answers,
25 cards, bag of candy, instructions.
1 - Pastor’s Packet Including: Pastor’s letter,
Finding Hope & Compassion,
Prayers for Encouragement,
Devotional Guide, Samaritan Ministry
Brochure, Samaritan Model
1 – Letter to Parish Nurse or ministry leader
25 – Christian Response to AIDS booklets
25 – Abstinence Quiz brochure
25 – HIV Facts brochure

We are interested in providing materials to
pastors, church leaders and congregations.
Education is a critical part of the process to
reduce stigma and to begin the process of
engagement for churches.
This resource can be just the ticket for your
church to get started. We have included
information, an educational game for teens,
and a simple mission project.
Use the simple order form on the back of this
page to get one of these Kits for your church.
There is no cost for this kit, but we will, of
course, accept a donation to help offset the cost
of these materials.

Giving to Samaritan Ministry: Support Our Work!
OUR MISSION
“Our church should be a beacon of
light & hope, by way of Christ,
to anyone who suffers from
or has family or friends who suffer
from this disease.”

Thank you for your commitment to the success of
Samaritan ministry and to our mission to be a
beacon of light for those who live with HIV every
day.
If you are a regular giver, please know how
important your sustaining gifts are to purchase
educational materials, to provide medications,
rent and utility rescue, and to support many of our
annual programs such as our Thanksgiving
Banquet, Hope Bucket Project, and World AIDS
day events.
To support our ministry financially, please use the
back of this page to help us continue our vision for
an AIDS Free America.
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1 - World AIDS Day DVD (3.5 min.)
1 - Hope Bucket Project Packet
1 - HIV Educational Game For Teens
Includes: 25 Questions, 25 answers,
25 cards, bag of candy, instructions.
1 - Pastor’s Packet Including: Pastor’s letter,
Finding Hope & Compassion,
Prayers for Encouragement,
Devotional Guide, Samaritan Ministry
Brochure, Samaritan Model
1 – Letter to Parish Nurse or ministry leader
25 – Christian Response to AIDS booklets
25 – Abstinence Quiz Brochure
25 – HIV Facts

Resource Kit contents:

Ministry Resource Kit
Samaritan Ministry
6300 Deane Hill Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37919

We will ship your Kit to you a no cost, however we will accept a
donation to help defray the cost of these materials. The
approximate cost to assemble and ship one kit is $60.
Mail This Form to:

Phone: ___________________________________

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________

Shipping Address: ____________________________________

Person Placing Order: _________________________________

Church Name: _______________________________________

Yes, our Church would like to order an HIV Ministry
Resource Kit.

HIV MINISTRY RESOURCE FOR
CHURCHES

! $50

! An Annual gift of

!$75

!$50

!$50

!$100

!$75

!$75

! $1000

! $100

! $100

other _____

other _____

other _____

Phone: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip: ______________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

NAME: _______________________________________________________

! $25

! $25
! A Quarterly gift of

! A Monthly gift of

Yes, I want to make s Sustaining Gift as follows:

===========================================================
! Yes, I want to support the work of Samaritan Ministry with a one time gift of
! $25 !$50 !$75 !$100
other _____

Wayne

Rev. Maddox called in a panic. He is hosting a group of 150-200 Baptist
Ministers in Atlanta next week! He has intended to contact me for several weeks
but time had gotten away from him. He has seen our materials and wants each
pastor to have copies of several items. We shipped 150 copies each of our
Devotional Guide, an Upper Room HIV/AIDS pamphlet, a pamphlet called
“AIDS - Finding Hope and Compassion, and a booklet entitled, “The Christian
Response to AIDS.” These materials make up what we call our “Pastor’s Packet.
I went to visit Mary at the Knox County Jail. She had been incarcerated
on a repeated charge of aggravated prostitution. Mary is HIV+. She had asked to
see me because she had heard about our church… heard that maybe we would
accept a person like her. We talked about many things and her story included a
brutal rape at age 18, and a spiral downward. Now at the bottom, Mary reaches
back to her faith. Perhaps now she is ready to deal with her addiction, and is
ready to try to get her life together. We are supporting Mary now, and that
support will continue after she is released in January.
These are just two recent examples of the need for your support. Won’t
you make a donation to the work of Samaritan Ministry today! Just tear off this
sheet and mail it to us. We will send you a friendly reminder of your sustaining
gifts.
May God continue to bless you as you have blessed us!

Dear Friend,

6300 Deane Hill Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37919
865-450-1000 ex. 827
October 2009

Samaritan Ministry

The Christian Community:
Waking up to HIV/AIDS
We often ask ourselves whether we are making a
difference
erence in the community. Part of the answer
comes
mes from the people we serve and we think the
answer
swer is a resounding “YES!”.
But, the second part of the question has to do with
the impact we are making within the Christian
Community. After all, much of our time and energy
is focused on awakening the church to the epidemic
in America.
Is the church waking up?
Remember that our area of influence is somewhat
limited to East Tennessee. We do venture out to
other parts of the US occasionally (We will attend
the US Conference on AIDS this month in San
Francisco.) but we really do focus on The Greater
Knoxville and Knox County Community.
For a long time, and we’ve been doing this since
1996, we had to beg churches, church organizations
and ministries, to let us come to talk with them.
Why would they want to hear about HIV/AIDS?
Certainly there was fear and stigma, and issues,
such as homosexuality, IV drug use, condoms, and
prostitution, are difficult to discuss in the church
setting. Samaritan Ministry had tried to cut through
some of the fear and discomfort by talking straight
about HIV/AIDS, its impact in the community, and

stressing the need of the church community to
minister to the suffering.
Our work has paid off.
Over the past several months we have been
inundated with requests to speak, to train, to test,
tes
and to provide materials to a wide range of
Christian groups including:
Knox Area Rescue Ministries
First Baptist Church, Knoxville
Compassion Coalition
Redeemer Church
Baptist Dental and Medical Fellowship
New Baptist Covenant
St. Mary’s Missionary Baptist Church
American Leprosy Mission (NC)
Laurel Church of Christ
Yes, the times… “they are a changin’”. And this
doesn’t include the many invitations we receive
from the secular community.
What lies ahead?
Education really is the secret to solving the spread
of HIV in the US and around the world. We are
committed to making sure that the Christian
Community, especially in Knoxville, is a part of the
solution!
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If you do not want to receive this Newsletter, please
send us a brief note to smithmw@usit.net with your
name or the name of your organization.

www.samaritancentral.org
ww
865-450-1000 ext. 827
smithmw@usit.net

Follow us on Twitter @ samaritansmith

Jail and Prison: At Work Behind the Walls
For several years, Samaritan
Ministry has been interested and
involved in prison and jail
ministry. Most of our
involvement has been in
cooperation with FOCUS Group
Prison Ministries, one of or
ministry partners. This has given
us the opportunity to offer HIV
prevention education and
counseling to inmates in the
State Prison system. We have
been able to teach, encourage,
and advocate for many HIV+
inmates.
Recently we have entered into a
new partnership with the Knox
County Sheriff’s Department.
This has allowed us to offer HIV

prevention education and
counseling to men and women at
both local jail locations.
Additionally, this contact with
inmates in our jails offers us the
opportunity to continue to serve
these clients after their release.
This is critical to their success
when reentering the community,
but we are also uniquely
qualified to assist with accessing
HIV medical care and other
community services related
specifically to living with HIV.
We are grateful to the many
people at the Tennessee Dept. of
Corrections and the Sheriff’s
Department for the wonderful
access that we have to these
facilities.

Matthew 25:36
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